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FOR THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER, 


If we look into the refined speculations of the learned concern: 
ing redemption, faith, the will, and other analogous subjects; if we 
observe their numerous metaphysical distinctions ad subtilties, 
and the diversified opinions they entertain in regard to them, 
warmly and strenuously enforced, and set forth in connexion with 
revelation as most essential to be received and admitted, one would 
be ready to lament the deplorable ignorance of these doctrines and 
opinions that prevails among the great mass of mankind, and to 
dissolve into tears at the contemplation of so many who for lack of 
this knowledge were posting to the regions of despair. And even 
among the favoured few, conversant with them, we should have to 
bewail the large part whose fate would be the same from the adopt- 
ion of erroneous sentiments on these subjects. But to those who 
are disposed to commiserate the general ignorance in this respect, 
it must be gratifying to notice that the first publishers of the gos- 
pel were men destitute of all this metaphysical ingenuity; that they 
were men drawn from the lower class of society, from daily labour, 
at the most ordinary occupations, and whose minds, doubtless, had 
never been engaged by any thing beyond the common details of 
their humble way of life. And how did these men preach the 
means of salvation? Not in fine drawn speculations and delicate 
distinctions: But their language was, “Repent ye, for the kingdom 
of Heaven is at hand: A language, not arousing human reason 
by a flattering call to evince her skill in critical investigation, but 
assaulting the heart, the seat of sin. Not preaching in the enti- 
cing ee 3 of “man’s wisdom,” but in demonstration of the “spi- 
rit and of power.’ And he among them who was qualified by edu- 
cation to gratify the “itching ear,” determined to “know nothing 
but Christ Jesus, and him crucified;” counting his deep erudition, 
his critical acumen, yea, all things but loss for the knowledge of 
“the glory of Christ Jesus his Lord.” And in the words of his 
simpler brethren, he required of men “repentance towards God, 
and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ.” Two simple requisitions com- 
prehensible by the most limited capacity—to repent and to believe. 
Of the necessity of repentance, every one is convinced, “for all 
have sinned.” And as far ought we to be from deploring the con- 
dition of the simple and unlearned, that we should rather envy it. 
Unaccustomed to reason upon abstract principles, simple faith i: 
VoL. ¥. 15 * 
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more easily attainable by them, than by those whose towering minds 
can, with difficulty be brought down from their soaring flights to 
the simplicity of the Gospe]. These unsophisticated souls hear the 
unadorned story of their Redeemer’s life; they maryel at his mi- 
raculous power, admire his wisdom in confuting all the arguments 
and detecting all the snares of his malignant adversaries; they 
adore him for his meekness, lowliness of mind, and expansive be- 
nevolence; and melt into undissembled sorrow at the recital of his 
unexampled sufferings. They are told that he suffered for them: 
and, having arisen on the third day, now intercedes for them at the 
right hand of the Father. Their minds drink in the unaffected 
narration; they feel their undone condition and inability to help 
themselves, and find that “help is laid upon one who is mighty to 
save;” in the moment of ardent devotion and pious aspiration the 
conviction darts its rays into their minds and with Thomas they cry 
out “iy Lord and my God.” Oh! let none be depressed by the 
sense of ignorance, or suppose that because they are destitute of 
human learning, they are not in a condition to have imparted to 
them, that which is divine, and that the gospel has no comforts for 
them. Let them peruse the precious volume, and they will find-it 
condemns the vain babblings of men, calls away from “oppositions 
of science,” falsely so called, and teaches that “the fear of the 
Lord is the beginning of wisdom, a good understanding have all 


they that do his commandments.”’ 
AMICUS. 


—< + oe 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER, 
Sirn—My mind has of late been so much drawn to the considera- 
tion of the subject of the 14th chapter of the Revelations, and it 
has, in the whole. appeared so interesting, that I venture to throw 
together a few thoughts, and offer them for your useful er Be- 
fore, however, | proceed, let me state explicitly, that whatever is 
proposed here, making due allowance for human infirmity, is cer- 
tainly void of uncharitableness. And if any thing is advanced, 
that shall affect any of the various sects called Christians, let it be 
my apology, that it is spoken only from reverence for the majesty 
truth; spoken without bitterness; spoken in perfect candour and 
kindness; spoken asa man and a brother. ‘Truth is greater than 
all human authority, interest, or passion. Every fair and honest 
mind wili choose the truth, whether it clash, or whether it corre- 
spond with preconceived opinions. Whether in politicks, in phy- 
sicks, or in theology, to such a mind, the grand charm is truth. I 
add, sir, we are all, of every religious persuasion, hastening to the 
ment Seat of Christ, where the great question respecting our 
faith will be—Did you draw it simply, aud honestly, and prayer- 
fully, from the word of God: and did all human authority over your 

heart, and all oblique prejudice on your heart disappear before 

“The glory 
‘which wilds the sacred page?” 
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It cannot be—there is no real interest of man, but the interest of 
truth. We have all but one interest. ‘The sacrifice of prejudice 
is no sacrifice. One and all then, let our unanimous voice be, Show 
us the Trurx and we will embrace it. 

I shall not pretend here, to enter into an explication of the chap- 
ter mentioned above. My whole purpose relates to the eighteenth 
and concluding verse. After the description in the preceding chap- 
ter of a Great Red Dragon, and in the present, of two beasts rising 
successively and wielding the power of the Dragon, both the Dra- 
gon and the Beasts being the enemies of the true church of God: 
the defenceless saints, destitute of temporal power as a church, and 
therefore represented under the emblem of a woman—it is said. 
“Here is wisdom.” Here is an exercise of skill. Would you 
know what is intended by this portentous power, shadowed forth: 
under the emblem of a dragon, and a first and second beast—Let 
him that hath wisdom count the number of the Beast for it is the 
number of a man.” Observe the digits in common use, as signs of 
quantity are of Arabic origin, and the notation of numbers at the 

ate of the Apocalypse was, among the Greeks and Romans, by Le? 
ters. Where, then, it is said the number of the Beast is the num 
ber of a man, the fair interpretation seems to be, that if either pro 
per, or appellative names, or both can be found, in which the nwme- 
ral letters make out the number here specified, you have a clue to 
find an answer to the question—who or what is the Beast. What 
then is the number of the Beast? -——“666.” 

I now proceed to make several statements, in point of fact, in. 
controvertible; in point of application, incapable of perversion. 

I. The word Romish or Roman is expressed in Hebrew by tl 
letters Resh, Vau, Mem, Yod or Jod, twice repeated, and Tay 
These are all numerals: 





Resh signifies 200 
Vau - - - : 6 
Mem - . 40 
Jod - . 10 
Jod - 10 
Tau - . 400) 

666 

II. Aares is the Greek word for Latin or Roman 

A stands for . $0 
a - - - ! 
T - - 300 
é€ e ‘ 
‘ - ~ 10 
y ° « , 50 
e - - : 70 
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III. Ludovicus is the Latin for Louis. Louis is characteristick 
of the Gallic throne. The Gallic throne has long been a principal 
branch and pillar of the Romish Ecclesiastical power. In the word 
Ludovicus, O, and S, are not numerals—the rest stand thus: 

4 signifies - - 50 
: : ° - 5 
- - - 500 
a 
- - - - I 
- - - - 100 
- - - - 5 
666 

IV. Finally a gentleman on a visit at Rome, viewing a proces- 
sion of the Pope, observed on his mitre the Latin words VICAR- 
IVS FILIT DEI, the Vicar of the Son of God. This, as every 
one knows is the peculiar title claimed by the Pope, as head of the 
church. The gentieman had the curiosity to number the letters, 
and to his astonishment, found them as follows: 


- - - 5 

gta pelle” 
Vicarius C - - - 100 
I . : - - 1 


<0 code 


666 
With the kindest regard, the question is now put to every can- 
did Roman Catholick, whether there be not something in all this, 
which ought not slightly to be passed over. 
CANDIDUS. 


Montgomery, Aug. 2, 1817. 
—- a > ie 


FROM THE MISSIONARY REGISTER. 


Sketch of the Life of the Rev. John Eliot, the “Apostle of the 
North American Indians.” 
(Continued from p. 212.) 

His charity was a star of the first magnitude in the bright con- 
stellation of his virtues, and the rays of it were various and ex- 
tensive. 

His liberality went much beyond the proportion of his little es- 
tate in the world; and he would with a forcible importumity, press 
his neighbours to join with him in his acts of beneficence. The 
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poor counted him their father; and repaired still unto him in their 
necessities. And when his age had unfitted him for almost all em- 
ployment, he would sometimes answer when asked how he did: 
“Alas! my understanding leaves me; my memory fails me; my ut- 
terance fails me; but I thank God my charity holds out still. I find 
that rather grow than fail!’ 

But, beside these more substantial expressions of his charity, he 
made the odours of that grace yet more fragrant unto all that were 
about him, by that pitifulness and peacefulness, which rendered 
him yet further amiable. 

If any of his neighbourhood were in distress, he was like a bro- 
ther born for their adversity. He would visit them and comfort 
them, with a most fraternal sympathy: yea, it is not easy to re- 
count how many days of prayer with fasting he persuaded his 
neighbours to keep with him on the behalf of those whose calami- 
ties he found himself touched witha]. It was an extreme satisfac- 
tion to him that his wife had attained toa considerable skill in phy- 
sick and surgery, which enabled her to dispense many safe, good, 
and useful medicines to the poor; and hundreds of sick, and weak, 
and maimed people owed praises to God for the benefit which therein 
they freely received of her. Her husband would still be casting 
oil into the flames of that charity, wherein she was of her own ac- 
cord abundantly forward, thus to be doing of good unto all, and he 
would urge her to be serviceable to the worst enemies he had in the 
world. 

His charity led him also to peace. When he heard any minis- 
ters complain, that such and such in their flocks were too difficult 
for them, the strain of his answer still was—Brother, eompass 
them!” and, “‘Brother, learn the meaning of those three little words 
—bear: forbear: forgive:” Nay, his love of peace sometimes al- 
most made him to sacrifice right itself. When there was laid be 
fore an assembly of ministers a bundle of papers which contained 
certain matters of contention between some persons, which our 
Eliot thought should rather unite, with amnesty on all their former 
quarels, he, with some intimation of what Constantine did on a 
similar occasion, hastily threw the papers into the fire before them 
all, and immediately said—*Brethreu, wonder not at what I have 
done: I did it on my knees this morning before I came among 

rou.” 

: His charity disposed him to continual benedictions on those that 
he met withal. He had a heart full of good wishes, and a mouth 
full of kind blessings, for them. And he often made his expres- 
sions very wittily agreeable to the circumstances in which he saw 
the persons: sometimes, when he came into a family, he would ¢all 
for all the young people in it, that so he might very distinctly lay 
his holy hands upon every one of them, and bespeak the mercies of 
Heaven upon them all. 

His resignation to the will of God was very great. Sore afflict- 
ions befel him, especially when he was called to follow his hopetul 
and worthy sons, some of them desirable preachers, to their graves: 
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but he sacrificed them like another Abraham, with such a sacred 
indifferency as made all the spectators to say, “This could not be 
done without the fear of God!” Yea,hebore all his trials with an ad- 
mirable patience; and seemed loth to have any will of his own, that 
should not be wholly melted and moulded into the will of his Hea- 
venly Father. When sinking at sea, the boat in which he was, ha- 
ving been upset by a larger vessel, and he imagined he had but 
one breath more to draw in this world, it was, “The will of the 
Lord be done!” 

He arrived, indeed, at a remarkable health of soul; and was kept 
in a blessed measure, clear of those distempers which too often dis- 
order the most of men. By living near to God, and dwelling as 
under the shadow of the Almighty, he contracted a more exquisite 
sense of mind than is usual among Christians.—If he said of any 
affair, “I cannot bless it!” it was a worse omen to it than the most 
inauspicious presages in the world. 

The foregoing is the picture of this exalted man, drawn by one 
who had the advantage of long and intimate converse with him, and 
exhibited before multitudes who were the most competent judges 
of its fidelity. It cannot be thought extraordinary, if a man so 
effectually dead to this world and so wholly occupied with the con- 
gerns and interests of a better, should be ,ill qualified to conduct 
his temporal concerns. But it pleased God to bless him, as we 
have seen with a Wise and prudent wife. Under her good manage- 
ment his private affairs were kept in order, while he was dedicating 
himself wholly to that great work to which he was called. So en- 
tirely, indeed, had she eased him of those concerns, that when one 
day some of his own cattle stood before his door, his wife to try 
him, asked him whose they were, she found, as she expected, that 
he knew nothing of the matter. 

In his family government, indeed, he was most exemplary, as his 
success with his children may sufficiently discover. The wife who 
was given to him for a blessing from God, “he loved, prized, and 
cherislied,”’ says his biographer, “with a kindness that notably re- 
presented the compassion which he thereby taught his church to ex- 
pect from the Lord Jesus Christ. His whole conversation with her 
had that sweetness, gravity, and modesty, that every one called 
them Zacharias and Elizabeth. His family was a little bethel._— 
Unto daily prayers bis manner was, to prefix the reading of the 
Scripture; which being done he made his young people choose a 
certain passage in the chapter and give some observations of their 
own upon it. By this method, he did mightily sharpen and im- 
prove, as well as try, their understandings; and endeavour to make 
them wise unto salvation, He was very strict in their education; 
and more careful to mend any error in their hearts and lives, than 
he could have beca to cure a blemish in their bodies. No exorbi- 
tances or extravagances could find room under his roof; nor was 
hishouse any other than the school of piety. One might have there 
secn a perpetual mixtare of a Spartan and a Christian discipline. 
Whatever decay there might be upon family religion among us, @s 
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jor our Eliot, we knew him, that he would command his children 
‘and his household after him, that they should keep the way of the 


Lord.” 
(To be Continued.) 





RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


FOREIGN. 


Extracts from the Appendix to the Report of the Executive Com- 
mittee for the management of the missions, first commenced by the 
Rev. John Wesley, the Rev. Dr. Coke, and others; and now car- 
ried on under the direction of the Methodist Conference. 


No. III. Pace 86. 
FROM THE COLONIAL JOURNAL. 
House of Commons, Tuesday, June 26. 
METHODIST MISSIONARIES. 


West Inp1res.—Mr. A. Browne rose to move for papers respect- 
ing the commission for managing the crown estates in the ci-devant 
Dutch colonies. The papers which were necessary to illustrate the 
_ conduct of that commission were—a Jetter from governor Gordon 

to the Earl of liverpool of the 7th February 1812; a copy of the or- 
der of the commissioners to their agents; and an account of the ex- 
‘cng on those estates. He should take this opportunity of ma- 

ing a few remarks upon the subject of the missionaries, which he 
had intended to have made when the speaker had prevented him. 
From a long residence in the West Indies, he could lest testimony 
to the excellence of the private lives, and the usefulness of their 
publick exertions. The labours of these men had been useful to 
the colonies, and creditable to themselves. While he said thus 
much, he thought it but just to the colonies to state, that since the 
dawning of sectarian zeal, which had increased, and was now in- 
creasing, a great change had taken place in the colonies, as to the 
conduct of the missionaries. Whether the improper conduct was 
to be attributed to the Wesleyan Mithodists, or to some other fana- 
ticks, he did not know. Much of the evils which existed in the 
West Indies was to be ascribed to the anxious desire of persons, 
who called themselves missionaries, to excite discontent among the 
Negro population, and to this source he was convinced the late in- 
surrection in Barbadoes was to be ascribed. Whether the Wes- 
leyan missionaries were implicated he did not know, but he hoped 
they were not. The honourable member then moved for the docu- 
ments which he had mentioned. 

Mr. Goulburn said,. that the letter of governor Gerdon could 
not be found, and he hoped the honourable member would with 
draw the part of his motion which referred to that document 
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Mr. Butterworth said, it was not likely that any relaxation would 
take place in the exertions of the Wesle an missionaries. They 
had formerly been under the direction of the late Dr. Coke, who 
died on his voyage toCeylon. They were now under the direction 
of acommittee, by whom the business would probably be still more 
zealously conducted. As to the insurrection in hee ose the 
Wesleyan methodists could have had no effect upon it, as no mis- 
sionaries of that description had been in Barbadoes for 17 months, 
ecru one, who had touched there on his voyage to another isl- 
and. 


After the charges had been made by Mr. Barham, and before 
the above explanation was given in the house of commons, the 
committee addressed the following letter to that gentleman. 


Mr. Barua, M. P. 
Chapel-house, City-Road, June 21, 1816. 

Sir—The committee, who superintend the foreign missions first 
established by the Rev. John Wesley, the late Rev. Dr. Coke, and 
others, and now carried on under the direction of the methodist 
conference, beg leave respectfully to address you on a subject of 
the highest importance, in order to obtain from your justice and 
candour, that information to which they deem themselves most 
equitably entitled. 

The committee have heard with astonishment, that certain state- 
ments were made by you, on Wednesday evening, in the house of 
commons, calculated to impress on that honourable house, an opi- 
nion very unfavourable to the character and conduct of the method- 
ist missionaries in the West Indies. It was alledged, if the ac- 
count of those statements be correct, that under the mask of reli- 
gion, those missionaries have inculcated principles of sedition, and 
of disobedience to masters, and have encouraged among the negroes 
under their care those delusive and pernicious ideas which are said ° 
to have led, in one instance, to open insurrection, and in others, to 
a state of prevailing agitation and discontent. 

The committee, sir, are totally ignorant of any facts, which can 
have afforded the smallest foundation for the dishonourable impu- 
tations to which they have referred. Practices like those which 
are now ascribed to their missionaries, would be in direct contra- 
diction to the instructions which the committee have constantly 
givens to the rules which the missionaries have promised to observe; 
to the doctrines which the methodist preachers, both at home and 
abroad, are pledged to inculcate; and to that character of peacea- 
ble submission to the constituted local authorities, and of conscien- 
tious and affectionate loyalty to the British government, which the 
persons employed in our missions have hitherto maintained and de- 
served in both the West Indies, and other parts of the world. 

The committee, sir, have not sent out to the West Indies an 
missionaries, who were not first duly accredited and legally li- 
censed in this country. Nor can they reconcile the censures, 
which you are reported to have sedted upon them, with the fact, 
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that from not a few of the most respectable owners and managers 
of estates, as well as from governors and other distinguished per- 
sons in the different islands, they are in the habit of receiving a li- 
beral and decided patronage. 

The committee will, however, be greatly obliged, if you will fa- 
vour them with the communication of the grounds on which the 
statements in question were made, specifying the names of the 
missionaries accused, the particular acts of misconduct with which 
they are charged, and the nature of the evidence by which those 
acts can be proved. On receiving this information, they pledge 
themselves to institute the most rigid and impartial inquiries, and 
should it appear that any missionary has really been guilty of crimes 
which they hold in such perfect abhorrence, as those which have 
been mentioned, they will indignantly reject and disown him. 

Soliciting the favour of your immediate reply, directed to me, I 
have the honour to be, on behalf of the committee, sir, your obedi- 
ent, humble servant, 

JAMES WOOD. 

Mr. Barham declined entering into any explanation, except in 
the house. 


2. ¢ aa 


INTELLIGENCE 
FROM THE ENGLISH BAPTIST MISSION IN INDIA. 
Extract of a letter from Dr. Carey, dated July 23, 1816. 


“IT am, as, usual, quite busy with the translations of the Word, 
which have now become numerous, that the mere reading of the 
proof-sheets would occupy the whole of a person’s time. Itis true 
my acquaintance with the Sungskrit language makes it easy for me 
to acquire a competent knowledge of all those derived from it; 
especially as nine out of ten of the words current in them are either 
entirely pure Sungskrit, or so evidently derived from it as to be ea- 
sily recognized. All the versions, except five, are of this sort. 
That, therefore, which would be hard labour to any person about to 
begin the study of any one of these languages, without a previous 
knowledge of the source from which it is derived, and which could 
not in that way be extended to many of them, is to me easy, being 
previously acquainted with seven eighths of the words. I consider 
this as a circumstance for which I am bound to be grateful to God, 
as it enables me to carry on this work with much greater certainty, 
and to a much greater extent, than I could possibly have done with, 
out it. 

“The Pushto, spoken by the Affghans, undoubledly the remains 
of the ten tribes, is on that account highly interesting to me. It 
abounds in Hebrew and Arabic words, but contains also some of 
Sungskrit origin, and many which are probably received from the 
Tartars, who inhabit the countries north of them. Much indeed 
shall I rejoice, if I may be successful in giving that portion 
of the ancient people of God, the word of truth in their own lan 
guage.” 
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From the same—dated December 6, 1816. 


«I am now recovering from a severe bilious fever which brought 
me to the brink of the grave; and am still so weak as to be scarcely 
able to write. The Lord has had mercy on me, and I am enabled 
now again to engage in my beloved work, though close application 
is absolutely forbidden by the physicians. Yours, my dear brother, 
is the land of wonders. The great things which God, by his Spirit, 
is doing in the United States, are truly astonishing, and call at once 
for the most grateful praises, and the most entire confidence in all 
his gracious promises. 

“Among these things must be reckoned the eemnety exertions 
now making; and the Peace Society lately established at New-York, 
and other places; a society with whose object my heart most cor- 
dially coincides, and which must, through the Divine assistance, 
which will assuredly be granted, be finally successful in the accom- 
plishment of its ultimate object. 

“To me it is a matter of much joy, that the churches in Ken- 
tucky, and other parts, insist on a mission to the West. The Ame- 
rican Indians are undoubtedly committed exclusively to the Ame- 
rican churches; and I trust the work of publishing the gospel to 
them, setting up schools for their instruction, translating the word 
of God into their languages, and other things necessary to their 
faith, civilization, and comfort, will be engaged in with eagerness, 
and persevered in with tenacity, till the great object be accomplish- 
ed.—Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word. 

“We live in a land where every thing around us tends to freeze 
the warmest affections of the mind; and yet very much good has 
been done: many have been converted under the word. ‘There are 
many churclies in India, and every year brings a considerable in- 
crease of labourers in the cause of God. Yet all that has been done 
seems lost in the vast population who fear not God; and though our 
brethren, and even churches, are scattered all over India, yet a per- 
son unacquainted with their local situations, might rammed In- 
dia, and hear very little of them. 

“Qne favourable circumstance in this country is, the very gene- 
ral attention that has lately been felt by most classes of Europeans, 
to the establishing of schools for the education of the children of 
the natives. We have a good number of these schools belonging 
to the mission; and many are established by others, which promise 
to be of great utility. Brother Marshman has just drawn up a 
plan for these schools, which I think an excellent one. Upon that 
plan they may be extended to every part of India, if funds can 
be obtained, and ensure instruction in reading, writing, grammar, 
geography, astronomy, general philosophy, and morals, for the tri- 
fling sum of three rupees a year for each lad thusinstructed. This 
plan includes a vigorous superintendence of the schools, which in 
every practicable instance will be performed by pious men, who will 
thereby have innumerable opportunities aflorded them of recom- 
mending the children, and the inhabitants of the villages and towns 
where the schools are sitnated, the gospel of the grace of God.” 
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Third Annual Report of the Female Auxiliary Bible Society of 
Baltimore, April, 1817. 


(Concluded from p. 224.) 


In our newly acquired states, New-Orleans, &c. &c. there ap- 
pears to have been a melancholy scarcity of the word of life; but, 
through the instrumentality of our Bible Societies, our sister states, 
and our own institution, have, in some measure, supplied the defi- 
ciency. 

The report from the Bible Society of Louisiana furnishes us the 

ratifying intelligence that the Roman Catholicks, who have been 
Eept in gross ignorance of the Scriptures, are awakening from their 
long sleep, and anxiously inquiring after the Bible, and it is recei- 
ved with strong expressions of gratitude towards those, whose bene- 
volence has so unexpectedly furnished them with such an invalua- 
ble treasure. The opposition which the clergy of this denomination 
were inclined to make has been overruled by the desire of the peo- 
ple to possess and use it. We exultin the pleasing sentiment, that 
the word of God is an open volume for the world. T hey —_ 
duly to appreciate the value of the whole Bible, instead of the Tes- 
tament alone, and it has in New-Orleans, and in several apes in 
this district, taken the pre-eminence as a school book. In many 
families the sacred velume constitutes their whole library. 

But a short time ago sixty-three Bible Societies only were known 
to exist in the United Statess now, from the best information that 
can be obtained, they amount to one hundred and fifteen. While 
we behold the increasing zeal of our brethren, let us turn our atten- 
tion to the eastern world; there the empire of darkness trembles to 
its foundation. ‘The following extract furnishes us with the hope 
of the universal diffusion of the holy Scriptures. 

“The number of Mahomedans who express an earnest desire to 
receive, and read the Bible, has «considerably augmented; and the 
Russian Bible Society counts many distinguished characters among 
the constant contributors to its funds—several Jews have also re- 
cently become subscribers to Bible Societies in Europe; and in the 
Crimea, a large colony of that people lately received an agent of 
the British and Foreign Bible Societies with open arms, and expres- 
sed great anxiety to receive the Christian Scriptures. Translations 
of the Bible in India and China are still advancing with great cele- 
rity, and improving in correctness.” 

A comparative view of the different religions which prevail in the 
world, press on us an unlimited distribution of the precious volume 
of divine love and grace. What would have been our condition, if 
we had not enjoyed this gospel light? Instead of assembling in the 
house of God, and praising him in rational and spiritual worship, we 
would perhaps be paying homage to a thousand imaginary deities, 
or thronging in vast concourse before some magnificent graven im- 
age, and sacrificing our lives to its honours. his is an object that 
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interests the feelings, and calls the attention of the combined efforts 
of all the friends of Zion—And you philanthropick members of that 
society whose “mite” shall aid the great work of disseminating the 
scriptures of truth, in breaking down the barriers which oppose its 
reception—prostrating stubborn idolatry to the dust, and in spread- 
ing the mild influence of a Redeemer’s gospel—Grateful posterity 
shall bless you, who have contributed to deliver their heathen from 
anti-christian errour, and established among them the religion of 
Jesus Christ. 

‘The writings and active exertions of the learned and pious 
Leander Van Ess, Catholick professor of divinity in the University 
of Marburgh, have, greatly contributed to lessen the prejudices of 
Reman Catholicks against reading the Scriptures, and the use of 
the Bible amongst them, as a school book, has become common in 
Germany. The Canton of St. Gall, in Switzerland, contains up- 
wards of one hundred Catholick parishes, in which the reading of 
the Scriptures was formerly prohibited; eighty or ninety of those 

arishes, have some time since received permission from their bi- 
shops to peruse them.” 

How reviving to perceive, that in those regions where the chari- 
ties of life were nearly as cold as the atmosphere which surrounded 
them, where the good of the many is immersed in the aggrandize- 
ment of the few; in Russia, that uncongenial clime, where the noble 
frowns his vassal into nonentity, even there has the Lord erected 
his banner, and the emperor himself sustains it. Permit the intro- 
duction of a quotation on this subject from the report of our fellow- 
laborers in another city: “View the grand Bible establishment of 
the Russian metropolis, with its eleven large auxiliary institutions, 
and numerous associations, actively engaged in diffusing the light 
of revealed truth among the benighted children of men, inhabiting 
the immense regions of Asia and Europe, subject to the sway of the 
emperor of all the Russias. According to the latest accounts, they 
were printing the Scriptures in sixteen different languages, and had 
at the time upwards of one hundred thousand copies in the press. 
At the suggestion and express desire of the emperor Alexander, the 
Holy Synod have lately taken measures to cause the Bible to be 
translated into modern Russian—the execution of that work promi- 
ses immense utility to the extensive portion of that empire who 
speak the Russian language. These have now no other edition of 
the Bible in their own tongue than the Sclavonian version made in 
the ninth century, which is become obsolete, and almost unintelligi- 
ble to the Russians of the present day.” 

While these efforts are making at a distance from us, what shall 
we say of the following statement of missionaries in our own conti- 
nent: ‘In Kentucky,” say they, “the want of Bibles and religious 
Tracts is very great; throughout the western country the call is 
much more pressing than the religious publick in the older states are 
accuscomed to suppose; 30,000 Bibles are probably wanted to sup- 
ply all the destitute families.” lo Tennessee they observe, “the 
want of Bibles and other religious books in this state, is probably as 
































THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER. 237 


great as in Kentucky, perhaps one fourth of the population have not 
a Bible.” According to this estimate, which we think is too fa- 
yourable, more than ten thousand Bibles are wanted, in order to 
give a copy to each destitute family. In West Florida there are 
some American families who never saw a Bible, nor heard of Jesus 
Christ. Itisa fact, say they, that ought not to be forgotten, that so 
lately ‘as March, 1814, not in any language could a Bible be found 
for sale, or to be given away in New-Orleans. The missionaries 
conclude their report with the following affecting appeal: «From the 
estimate made in the preceding pages, it appears, that seventy-six 
thousand families are destitute of the sacred volume in this portion 
of our country. These estimates are not ungrounded or exaggera- 
ted conjectures; they are the result of much inquiry and patient ex- 
amination. Most of those who emigrate from the older states are 
poor—there are many young men who go into that country and are 
married afterwards, and never have an opportunity of supplying 
their families with Bibles. ‘The number of Bibles sent there by all 
the Bibles Societies in the United States, is by no means as great 
as the yearly increase of the destitute: the original number sfill re- 
mains unsupplied. When we entered on the mission, we applied 
in person to the oldest and wealthiest of these institutions for Bi- 
bles to distribute in the western country, but we could obtain only 
one solitary donation. The existing societies have not yet been able 
to supply the demand in their own immediate vicinity; some mighty 
effort must be made; the scattered and feeble exertions are by no 
means adaquate to the accomplishment of the object. It is thought 
by some judicious people, that half a million of Bibles are necessa- 
ry for the supply of the destitute in the United States. It is a foul 
blot upon our national character—Christian America must rise and 
wipe it away!” &c. 

t is related of a christian of great eminence and most extensive 
usefulness in America, who a few years since resigned her soul in 
peace to Him who gave it, that she was of late years greatly refresh- 
ed in spirit by the Bible Societies; happy in the extension of her mas- 
ter’s kingdom, her crown of rejoicing and her joy. And we too 


shall derive pleasure from the same source, even the promotion of 


that good part which shall never be taken away from us. We have. 
many of us, experienced the afflicting hand of Divine Providence: 
and have we not then been taught duly to appreciate the value of 
the treasure we bestow? Is there any thing that attracts our atten- 
tion like the Bible? At such a moment the precious truths therein 
contained, alone have power to sooth the smitten heart—and we re- 
joice there to learn, for only there can we learn, that “whom the 
Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every one that he receiv- 
eth.” We will then dispense the word of comfort to those who 
have it not, sensible that it is blessed to give, as well as to receive. 
The following interesting event having occurred to one of you: 
managers, may be mentioned as one instance in which the efficacy of 
our institution is displayed: A female applying for relief, stated, to 
excite sympathy, that she had lost her husband, and suffered nnde: 
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the pressure of various misfortunes; some mene enclosed in a Bi- 
ble, endorsed with the woman’s name, and by whom presented, was 
left at the house of a friend; she called and received it. Some weeks 
afterwards, she waited upon the donor, and with tears of contrition 
acknowledged how much she had deceived her, declaring her whole 
story to be a fabrication, and begged forgiveness. Perhaps this Bi- 
ble awakened her soul to repentance and shame, for she said she had 
read it much—perhaps it may save her soul alive! 

Your committee cannot conclude this Report without dropping a 
word of regret as a tribute to the memory of departed worth, in the 
bereavement, since our last annual meeting, of our highly esteemed 
President, Mrs. Dr. Inglis—undaunted in the cause of that master 
whom she professed to serve, although her feeble frame was shaken 
leng ere she departed. May the recollection of her exertions, and 
bright example, stimulate us, who are treading the same course, to 
imitate her virtues; not to faint though we be weary—that in due 
time we may meet her in kindred skies, and reap that reward which 
she is now enjoying; “for blessed is that servant, to whom at his 
master’s coming he shall say, well done thou good and faithful ser- 
SOC "wae thou into the joy of the Lord, for thou hast been faith- 
ul,’’ &c. 


—— 


Constitution of the Rockville Female Bible Society, Instituted 1816. 


Believing the Bible to be the word of God, and the rule of faith 
and practice; that its light is essential to lead men to the knowledge 
of salvation by Christ; and wishing to contribute in every i 
way to give this inestimable blessing to those who are destitute, we 
have agreed to form ourselves into a society for this purpose, and 
to be governed by the following rules: 

ArticLe I. The society shall be called the Rockville Female 
Bible Society, and shall be auxiliary to the Bible Society in the 
district of Columbia. 

Art. If. Every person on becoming a member shall pay the sum 
of one dollar, and the additional sum of one dollar annually, so 
tong as she continues a member. Any person paying the sum of 
fifteen dollars at one time shall bea iataber for life. 

_ Arr. IIL. The society shall meet quarterly, the first Saturday 
in February, May, August, and November, at Rockville, unless 
otherwise directed. 

A part of the day shall be spent in prayer for the divine blessing 
on the exertions of the society. 

Art. IV. The business of the society shall be conducted by fif- 
teen manager to be chosen annually by ballot the first Saturday in 
May, who rom their number shall choose a first and second Direct- 
ress, a T'reasurer, and Secretary. Five managers shall form a quo- 
rum for the transaction of business. Any manager resigning her 
office, shall seud in her resignation in writing to the secretary, to be 
laid before the hoard at one of their meetings. ; 

Ant. V. The board of managers shall have power to form by- 
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jaws for their own regulations, to fill vacancies occurring in their 
body by death or otherwise, and take such other measures as shall 
best promote the objects of the institution; and report their pro- 
ceedings to the society at their quarterly meetings. 

Art. VI. It shall be the duty of the first directress, and in her 
absence of the second, to preside at all meetings of the society, and 
direct its proceedings. 

Art. VII. The treasurer shall receive and note all monies rai- 
sed for the society, either by donation or subscription, and pay the 
same by order of the directress, signed by the secretary. She shall 
also keep a regular account of the receipts and expenditures of the 
society, and report the same, together with the state of the funds, 
to the society at their annual meeting, aud to the managers as often 
as required. 

Arr. VIII. The secretary shall record the transactions of the 
society, with such other writing as shall be necessary to conduct 
the business of the same. 





MISCELLANEOUS. 


-——_— 


[ We are indebted to a friend in this city for a small pamphlet, 
lately published, containing a memorial and petition of the societ 
of Friends, to the legislature of Virginia, in 1810, together with 
an interesting letter addressed to a member of that respectable 
body. We commence the publication of these articles, under the 
persuasion, that they cannot fail of producing the deepest convict- 
ion, even in the minds of those who differ from the Friends in their 
opinion of wars, that they are honest in their belief, and conseien- 
tious in their opposition to bearing arms.—Ep. | 


Memorial and Petition of the Society of Friends, or Quakers, to 
the Legislature of Virginia, on the subject of Militia Fines. 
TO THE LEGISLATURE OF VIRGINIA. 

The memorial and petition of the religious society of Friends 
(commonly called Quakers) Respectfully Sheweth:— 

That your memorialists, estimating the high regard with which the 
legislature will be disposed to consider every subject affecting the 
great principles of civil or religious liberty, beg leave to solicit 
your attention to the militia laws of this commonwealth, and to 
the incompatibility which sometimes results between the requisi- 
tions of the law, and the obligations of religious duty. 

In this enlightened age and country, and before this legislature, 
your moors i conceive it unnecessary to urge the unalienable 
rights of conscience or to adduce any arguments to shew that the 
i between man and his Creator, neither can, nor ought to 
be prescribed or controuled by any human authority. It is unne- 
cessary, because the proposition is self-evident, and especially be- 
cause it is one of the fundamental principles upon which the civil 
and political institutions of this country are established. ‘This prin- 
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ciple is recognized in the bill of rights; itis confirmed by the law of 
1785, passed in the enlightened and liberal spirit of that instrument; 
and the state itself, by its convention which ratified the constitu- 
tion, expressly declared, that “the liberty of conscience cannot be 
cancelled, abridged, restrained, or modified by any authority of 
the United States.” The free exercise of religion, therefore, is not 
merely tolerated; it is declared in the most solemn form, it is con- 
fleas in the most explicit manner. a 

But the liberty of conscience, your memorialists conceive, cannot 
be restricted to the mere liberty of thinking, or to the silent and 
unseen modifications of religious opinion. Religion has duties to 
be performed, and it points out offences to be avoided, its free ex- 
ercise must therefore consist in an active compliance with its dic- 
tates, enforced by no legal compulsion, restrained by no legal impe- 
diment. i 

Your memerialists, in common with every virtuous citizen, would 
disclaim any exemption, under the colour of religious liberty, from 
the universal obligations of moral duty. But the law of 1785, 
in making “overt acts” of an injurious nature, the limit of the pri- 
vilege, and the criterion of its abuse, removes all danger to the 
community. Any encroachment on the rights of others, or violation 
of the moral law, under pretence of liberty of conscience, would 
immediately betray its own guilt and hypocrisy, and afford a legiti- 
mate cause for the interposition of the civil authority. 

These considerations are suggested, as applicable to the case 
which is now submitted to the wisdom and justice of the legisla- 
ture. 

Your memorialists are Christians; and impressed with the firm 
conviction that war is forbidden under the gospel, they cannot bear 
arms. To require it under legal penalties, is to reduce them to the 
alternative of refusing a compliance with the laws of their country, 
or of violating what they most solemnly believe is, to them, a law 
of God, clothed with the most awful sanctions. 

Your memoriaiists plead for no new doctrine, they set up no no- 
vel pretensions. ‘They ask permission only to practise the precepts 
of Jesus Christ—to adhere to a principle which prevailed through 
the first centuries of the Christian dispensation, which pious men 
through every subsequent age have maintained; and which their 
predecessors, from the time they have been known as a religious 
society, under various forms of government, and through sufferings 
imposed by rigorous and persecuting laws, have uniformly sup- 
ported. 

(Conclusion in our next.) 
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